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ViSAR Project 
 
Mutual Exchange Learning Event (MELE) – Italy 
“Tutela delle vittime di violenza domestica nello spazio 
europeo – Diritti, protezione transfrontaliera e 
strumenti dell’UE” 
 
Padua (Italy), 13 April 2026 
Sala Consiliare di Palazzo Santo Stefano & Online via Teams 
 

Minutes 
Participants  

Attendance sheets attached in annex. 
 

Meeting Location 

The event took place in hybrid format at the Sala Consiliare di Palazzo Santo Stefano, Piazza 

Antenore 3, Padua (Italy), with simultaneous online participation through Microsoft Teams. The 

venue hosted in-person participants while allowing broader national participation through remote 

access. 

 

Meeting Duration 

The training event took place on 13 April 2026 from 14:00 to 18:30. 

 

The Agenda 

Agenda attached in annex. 
 

Minutes 

The Italian Mutual Exchange Learning Event (MELE), organised within the framework of the ViSAR – 

Victim Support through Alignment of Remedies project, gathered a highly multidisciplinary audience 

composed of magistrates, lawyers, judicial staff, psychologists, criminologists, social workers, 

restorative justice practitioners, educators, mediators, law enforcement officers, researchers, 

trainees and university students. The event was organised in hybrid format and recorded strong 

participation both onsite and online, confirming the high level of interest in victims’ rights, domestic 
violence and European judicial cooperation. 
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The meeting opened with institutional greetings by Avv. Paola Rubini, President of the Criminal Bar 

Association of Padua, followed by an introduction to the objectives of the ViSAR project delivered 

by Beatrice Maccarini on behalf of Agenfor International Foundation. The project was presented as 

a European initiative aimed at strengthening the effective implementation of EU law concerning 

victims’ rights, particularly in relation to domestic violence and cross-border protection 

mechanisms. The introductory intervention highlighted how the European legal framework has 

progressively evolved through Directive 2012/29/EU on victims’ rights, Directive 2011/99/EU on the 
European Protection Order, the Istanbul Convention and the recent Directive (EU) 2024/1385 on 

violence against women. At the same time, emphasis was placed on the continuing gap between 

legal standards and their practical implementation within national judicial systems. The event was 

therefore framed as part of the ViSAR strategy of promoting multidisciplinary exchange, mutual 

learning and innovative training methodologies, including AI-supported tools. 

The first thematic block, dedicated to victims’ rights within the European Union, began with the 
intervention “La tutela delle vittime nello spazio giudiziario europeo” delivered by Avv. Francesca 
Di Muzio. The presentation focused on the evolution of the European legal framework concerning 

victims’ protection and analysed the relationship between victim-centred approaches and fair trial 

guarantees. Particular attention was devoted to the implementation of Directive 2012/29/EU and 

the Istanbul Convention within the Italian legal system, with extensive discussion on informational 

rights, procedural participation, protection measures and assistance services for victims of domestic 

violence. The speaker also addressed the development of Italian legislation concerning gender-

based violence, including the introduction of specific offences such as revenge pornography, forced 

marriage and permanent facial injury offences. Another key issue concerned the role of risk 

assessment and preventive protection mechanisms, especially through the use of the SARA (Spousal 

Assault Risk Assessment) tool for evaluating recidivism risk and supporting judicial decision-making 

in domestic violence cases. 

The second presentation, “Processi di vittimizzazione e contesti migratori: uno sguardo europeo”, 
delivered by Prof. Marco Monzani, introduced a criminological and victimological perspective on 

victimisation processes within migratory contexts. The intervention explored the concept of 

victimisation not only as a legal category but also as a social, cultural and relational process. Starting 

from definitions proposed by authors such as Emilio Viano, Guglielmo Gulotta and Robert Elias, the 

speaker analysed the multiple forms of victimisation affecting migrant populations, including labour 

exploitation, trafficking, sexual exploitation and conditions of social vulnerability linked to irregular 

migration status. Particular emphasis was placed on the importance of recognising the subjective 

dimension of victimhood and on the necessity of adopting interdisciplinary and culturally informed 

approaches capable of integrating sociological, criminological and psychological perspectives. The 

presentation also addressed the risks of invisibility and secondary victimisation affecting migrant 

victims within institutional systems. 
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Following the coffee break, the second thematic block focused on comparative approaches and 

operational practices. The roundtable discussion, coordinated by Prof. Brian Vanzo, encouraged 

direct interaction between participants from different professional backgrounds. The intervention 

introduced the concept of “shared reflexivity” among professionals working with victims of violence, 
drawing on sociological and ethical reflections concerning institutional responsibility and 

interdisciplinary cooperation. Participants discussed the risks of fragmented approaches to victim 

protection and emphasised the importance of integrating legal, psychological and social 

perspectives in order to avoid secondary victimisation and improve institutional responses. The 

discussion highlighted that domestic violence cases require continuous dialogue among 

professionals because each discipline observes only one partial dimension of the victim’s 
experience. Particular attention was dedicated to the need for coordinated protection pathways 

and to the ethical responsibility carried by professionals operating within judicial and support 

systems.  

The final block of the event focused on innovation and technology within judicial training and victim 

support systems. Sergio Bianchi presented the ViSAR AI platform and the role of artificial intelligence 

as a support tool for justice professionals and victims. The presentation illustrated the evolution of 

generative AI systems and their application within educational and legal environments, particularly 

through AI tutoring methodologies capable of supporting personalised learning, contextual memory 

and interactive assistance. The intervention also addressed the role of AI-supported chatbots and 

avatars in facilitating access to judicial information, improving legal training and supporting blended 

learning environments. Participants were introduced to the ViSAR website and Avatar through 

practical demonstrations and simulations connected to domestic violence scenarios and victims’ 
rights issues. The interactive component generated significant engagement and curiosity among 

participants, especially regarding the practical use of AI systems for training and legal orientation 

purposes.  

The meeting concluded with a final discussion concerning future challenges in the implementation 

of victims’ rights across Europe. Participants stressed the importance of continuing multidisciplinary 
training activities capable of bridging the gap between European legal standards and operational 

practices. The event highlighted the added value of combining legal analysis, criminological 

reflection, practical exchange and technological innovation in order to strengthen the protection of 

victims and improve cooperation among professionals working within the justice system. 
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Annexes 

The following annexes are compulsory: 

• Programme  

• Signature  

• Materials distributed 

• Pictures 

 



 

5 

 

 



 

6 

 

 

 
 
 
 



 

14 

 

 



 

15 

 

 



 

16 

 



 

17 

 

 



 

18 

 



 

19 

 



 

20 

 

 

 

 

 


