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ViSAR Project 
 
Mutual Exchange Learning Event (MELE) – Italy 
“Giustizia riparativa e violenza relazionale Cornice 
giuridica, esperienze concrete e testimonianze” 
 
Padua (Italy), 15 June 2026 
Sala Consiliare di Palazzo Santo Stefano & Online via Teams 
 

Minutes 
Participants  

Attendance sheets attached in annex. 
 

Meeting Location 

The event took place in hybrid format at the Sala Consiliare di Palazzo Santo Stefano, Piazza 

Antenore 3, Padua (Italy), with simultaneous online participation through Microsoft Teams. The 

venue hosted in-person participants while allowing broader national participation through remote 

access. 

 

Meeting Duration 

The training event took place on 15 June 2026 from 14:00 to 19:00. 

 

The Agenda 

Agenda attached in annex. 
 

Minutes 

The second Italian Mutual Exchange Learning Event (MELE) organised within the framework of the 

ViSAR - Victim Support through Alignment of Remedies project, focused on the relationship 

between restorative justice and relational violence. The event was held on 15 June 2026 in a hybrid 

format, both onsite at the Sala Consiliare di Palazzo Santo Stefano in Padua and online via Teams. 

Participation was particularly significant, with approximately 50 participants attending in person and 

240 connected online, confirming the strong interest generated by restorative justice and its 

application in complex contexts involving interpersonal violence. 

The audience reflected the multidisciplinary approach promoted by the ViSAR project and included 

magistrates, lawyers, judicial staff, restorative justice practitioners, mediators, psychologists, social 
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workers, educators, victim support professionals, researchers, students and trainees. The event was 

conceived as an opportunity to bring together different professional perspectives around one of the 

most debated and sensitive issues currently affecting the implementation of restorative justice 

within the Italian legal system. 

The meeting opened with institutional greetings by Avv. Paola Rubini, President of the Criminal Bar 

Association of Padua, followed by an introduction by Beatrice Maccarini on behalf of Fondazione 

Agenfor International. The introductory remarks situated the event within the broader objectives 

of the ViSAR project and highlighted how the project had progressively collected legal materials, 

practices and professional experiences concerning victims’ rights, domestic violence and restorative 
justice. Particular emphasis was placed on the importance of organising a dedicated event on 

restorative justice at a moment in which Italy is experiencing the first years of implementation of a 

comprehensive legislative framework introduced by Legislative Decree 150/2022. The event was 

therefore presented as a space for reflection, professional exchange and shared understanding 

during a crucial phase of development for restorative justice in Italy. 

The first thematic session focused on the legal framework governing restorative justice in cases 

involving domestic and relational violence. Prof. Valentina Bonini presented an overview of the 

supranational and national legal framework regulating restorative justice, analysing the relationship 

between international standards, European recommendations and the recent Italian reform. 

Particular attention was devoted to the safeguards required when restorative justice programmes 

are considered in situations involving domestic violence, power imbalances and vulnerable persons. 

The presentation highlighted both the opportunities and the limitations of restorative approaches 

in these contexts, stressing the importance of voluntariness, informed consent, risk assessment and 

specialised professional competences. 

The second presentation, delivered by Prof. Adolfo Ceretti, explored the relationship between 

relational violence and restorative justice from a criminological and relational perspective. The 

intervention reflected on the concept of violence as a relational phenomenon and examined the 

conditions under which restorative encounters may contribute to processes of recognition, 

responsibility and transformation. Particular attention was given to the concept of domination 

within interpersonal relationships and to the need for practitioners to understand the complex 

dynamics affecting both victims and offenders. The discussion emphasised that restorative justice 

should never be viewed as a simplified alternative to criminal justice, but rather as a highly 

specialised process requiring careful assessment, professional preparation and continuous 

safeguarding measures. 

Following the coffee break, the second thematic block shifted towards practical experiences and 

operational implementation. Elena Cadamuro presented the results of a legal research project 

examining the activities of the Restorative Justice and Mediation Centre of the Municipality of 

Padua. The presentation offered participants an overview of the practical application of restorative 

justice programmes within criminal proceedings, highlighting methodological challenges, 

institutional cooperation mechanisms and emerging practices developed through direct experience. 
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Particular attention was dedicated to the interaction between restorative justice pathways and the 

formal criminal justice system, as well as to the role of local services and multidisciplinary networks. 

The final presentation, delivered jointly by Laura Vaira and Fulvia Siano, offered a direct testimony 

concerning a restorative justice programme implemented in a case of relational violence. Through 

the narration of a concrete experience, participants were able to explore the practical complexity 

of restorative interventions, the role of facilitators and the emotional, relational and ethical 

dimensions involved in such processes. The dialogue between practitioners and personal testimony 

provided a particularly valuable opportunity to move beyond abstract legal discussions and reflect 

on the lived realities of restorative justice practices. 

Throughout the event, participants engaged actively with the speakers, raising questions concerning 

the compatibility of restorative justice with domestic violence cases, the safeguards necessary to 

prevent secondary victimisation, the role of professional training and the importance of specialised 

assessment procedures. The discussions repeatedly highlighted the need to avoid both ideological 

positions in favour of restorative justice and categorical exclusions based solely on the type of 

offence. Instead, participants emphasised the importance of case-by-case evaluation, professional 

expertise and rigorous procedural safeguards. 

The event concluded with a broader reflection on the future development of restorative justice in 

Italy and Europe. Participants stressed the importance of continued multidisciplinary dialogue, 

specialised training and opportunities for exchange among professionals working in different 

sectors of the justice system. The discussions confirmed that restorative justice remains a complex 

and evolving field, requiring continuous reflection and collaboration in order to ensure that victims' 

rights, procedural guarantees and restorative objectives can coexist within coherent and effective 

institutional frameworks. 

Overall, the event successfully fulfilled the objectives of the ViSAR project by creating a space where 

legal analysis, criminological reflection, practical experiences and personal testimonies could 

interact. The high level of participation and engagement demonstrated the relevance of the topic 

and confirmed the value of multidisciplinary mutual learning activities in supporting the 

implementation of victims’ rights and restorative justice practices across Europe. 
 

 

Annexes 

The following annexes are compulsory: 

• Programme  

• Signature  

• Materials distributed 

• Pictures 
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